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1. Letter From Committee Director 
 
Distinguised delegates, 
 
I have the utmost pleasure to welcome you all to the first session of MUNIAC. My name is 
Eren Eğinlioğlu, 11th grader student from Sırrı Yırcalı Anatolian High School.  
 
It is an honor to serve as the Committee Director of Commission on the Status of Woman 
(CSW). I have been participating MUN conferences in last 2 years and a half as a delegate 
and a chairboard member combined and I am thrilled for this new experience. 
 
I advise all the delegates to read and understand the provided guide properly and you may 
go over some further readings to be extremely ready. Search for your and your opponents’ 
political statements for a fruitful debate. 
 
I wish you all luck. 
 
You can always contact me via 
ereneginlioglu@gmail.com 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Eren EĞİNLİOĞLU 
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1.1 Letter From Deputy-Committee Director  
 
Esteemed participants,  

I am Esin İnce, a freshman student at Bahçeşehir University. I'm very happy and proud to 
attend this conference. After having the chance to a part of many conferences as an 
organization team member and delegate now I am attending as the deputy director of The 
Commission on the Status of Women Committee for the first time. The committee deals 
with the empowerment of rural women and girls. Therefore working to find a solution for 
this very important problem, which  will make the conference better. I genuinely think that 
if you discuss your ideas during the sessions, you can look at the world from another 
perspective. As a woman, I'm looking forward to working on this topic. 

 I wish you all inspiring sessions. 

 For any questions, please feel free to contact me via 

 esinnincee@yandex.com 

Yours faithfully, 
Esin İNCE 
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2. Introduction to the Committee 
 

The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is the principal global intergovernmental 
body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of 
women. A functional commission of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), it was 
established by Council Resolution 11 of 21 June 1946. 

 
The CSW is instrumental in promoting women’s rights, documenting the reality of women’s 
lives throughout the world, and shaping global standards on gender equality and the 
empowerment of women.  

 
In 1996, ECOSOC in resolution 1996/6 expanded the Commission’s mandate and decided 
that it should take a leading role in monitoring and reviewing progress and problems in the 
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and in mainstreaming a 
gender perspective in UN activities. 

 

UN Women supports all aspects of the Commission’s work. 

 
3. Introduction to the Topic 
 
Rural women are key agents for achieving the transformational economic, environmental 
and social changes required for sustainable development. But limited access to credit, 
health care and education are among the many challenges they face, which are further 
aggravated by the global food and economic crises and climate change. Empowering them 
is key not only to the well-being of individuals, families and rural communities, but also to 
overall economic productivity, given women’s large presence in the agricultural workforce 
worldwide. 
 
In the last ten years, actions such as the introduction of new land laws have been taken by 
several African countries in order to strengthen women’s rights. However, despite this 
effort, ineffective and unspecific policies have given rise to high levels of poverty and 
soaring illiteracy rates. Rural women in Africa display one of the most visible faces of 
poverty on the planet despite the importance they hold in agricultural economies. 
 
Women make up 43% of the agricultural workforce worldwide ,however, only 13% of the 
agricultural landholders are women. So this is one of the most notable examples of gender 
disparities that women face.  
 
Education is critical in enabling women to develop essential skills needed in knowledge 
intensive agriculture and a lack of basic education tends to result in a deprivation of new 
opportunities. Gender inequality in education has resulted in an eminently high illiteracy 
rate amongst women in rural areas. If gender gaps in education prevail, women will be less 
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likely to participate in development and will be more prone to facing further discrimination 
in rural areas. 
 
Rural regions in nations now face the problem of food insecurity due to the rise of global 
temperatures, changes in weather patterns and the increase in climate-related disasters 
which calls for the need of empowering rural women. Additionally, their restricted access to 
climate-smart technologies has exasperated the situation which in turn has reduced the 
average crop yield of many nations, and has limited rural women’s access to essential 
needssuch as health care leaving them unable to provide sufficient sustenance for their 
families. Rural women are key figures in the promotion of effective responses to climate 
changes and their participation in environmental planning, budgeting and environment-
friendly policy-making process is mandatory. Furthermore, they guarantee increases in food 
production which could ultimately aid the global food crisis and fight hunger. 
As the result of these situations we can say that: 
 
Women in rural areas are fundamental to national economies, the development of rural 
areas and to sustainable development. Their empowerment would prompt much needed 
economic growth and social progress which would be an asset to global sustainability. 
Quoted by UN Women itself “Empowering rural women is a prerequisite to fulfilling the 
vision of the Sustainable Development Goals that aim to end poverty and hunger, achieve 
food security and empower all women and girls. “  
 
4. Timeline of Events 
 
April 1929 

First International Conference of Rural 
Women, London 46 women from 24 
countries attended four-day conference. A 
committee was set up to organize a second 
conference of rural women's organizations 
in Vienna. 

 
1930  

International Council of Women hold a 
conference in Vienna in order to form a 
'Liaison Committee' of rural women's 
organizations.Thi s committee turned into 
the 'Associated Country Women of the 
World' later. 

June 1946 Commission on Status of Women was 
established by UN. 

 
 
 
1995 

 
Fourth World Conference on Women hosted 
by the United Nations, Beijing This 
conference marked a turning point in 
achieving gender equality. The Beijing 
Declaration and the Platform for Action, 
adopted by 189 nations, is an agenda for 
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empowering women which has successfully 
helped women in rural areas through 
clauses on women’s rights in education, 
measures to eradicate poverty as well as 
their role in decision making. 

 
 
2000 

UN Commission on Human Rights adopts 
the Resolution on Land Ownership  
As previously stated, rural women have 
faced many difficulties in gaining their 
rights in land ownership and for the first 
time, the resolution on land ownership was 
adopted within an agenda of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights and marked 
a turning point for women’s rights as land 
holders. 

 
 
2007 
 

World Food Prices Increase Dramatically  
The increase of food prices was the genesis 
of a global food crisis and had alarming 
repercussions on women in poorer rural 
regions. The increase led to large 
percentages of women’s livelihoods being 
lost and much of their assets had to be sold 
in order for them to provide for their 
families. 

 
 
18 December 2007 

Innovation of ‘the International Day of Rural 
Women’  
Established by the General Assembly in its 
resolution 62/136 of 18 December 2007, this 
day recognizes “the critical role and 
contribution of rural women, including 
indigenous women, in enhancing 
agricultural and rural development, 
improving food security and eradicating 
rural poverty.” 

 
15 October 2008 

The first International Day of Rural Women 
held in 2008 A critical moment in the history 
of rural women for raising awareness and 
irrevocably promoting their rights 
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September 2012 

UN launches new programme to empower 
rural women and girls: Accelerating 
Progress Toward the Economic 
Empowerment of Rural Women 
Un Women joined with the WFP, FOA and 
the IFAD to launch this joint programme. It 
aims to empower rural women through 
aiding their battle in claiming their rights to 
land, their rights in shaping policy and law, 
providing them with more opportunities 
and choices as well as aiding the food crisis 
that occurs in many rural areas. 

 
 
 
June 2015 

 
SDG Fund Programme on Rural Women’s 
Economic Empowerment established This 
program aims to accelerate economic 
empowerment of rural women and has been 
developed as a separate and differentiated 
component on Gender Equality and Women 
Empowerment which was implemented by 
Un Agencies and coordinated by UN 
Women. 

 
5. Current Status of Countries and Organizations  
 

Rural women and girls are keys to achieving the economic, environmental and cultural 
changes needed for the development of countries. Developing them is the key to the well-
being of people, families and rural communities and to overall economic productivity. The 
UN is trying to find solutions to strengthen women and in many countries, the government 
is trying to offer a different solution. In addition, there are several critical areas where 
women need more empowerment, such as Zimbabwe, Kenya, Ethiopia, South Sudan and 
Uganda in Africa; Indonesia, China, India, The Philippines, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, and 
Malaysia in Asia. 

5.1 West African Countries 

Many developing countries, there have been long-standing concepts for girls in their 
countries such as the fight for education, the fight against debt, the lack of education 
payments. They continue to face efforts getting their women to enter and remain in school. 
However, countries have made considerable progress in recent years. According to the 
World Bank's Education data, the number of girls enrolled in primary school increased 
between 2008 and 2013 in West Africa. UNESCO and FAO also helped strengthen women in 
African regions. 
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5.2 Asian Countries 

Rural women and girls continue to face fundamental limitations affecting human rights and 
prevent them from reaching their potential. Fair standards of existence, force, budgetary 
empowerment of women, health services, quality education and preparation for climate 
change, disasters and struggles are among the main compelling challenges facing rural 
women and girls in Asia. 

5.3 European Countries 

Women empowerment is a goal of European gender policy. There is progress toward 
gender equality in the country. There is a shift in political, industrial, social and cultural 
elements that can empower women. The data on education points to the source of 
women's empowerment, namely the development of women's mental capacities. 
 

5.4 FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) 

The Food and Agriculture Organization was built up in 1945 and from that point forward has 
effectively raised the status of country ladies by teaming up with various associations, for 
example, UN Women. It intends to accomplish sustenance security for all by improving rural 
efficiency and improving nourishment sustenance. Sexual orientation balance is a prime 
goal of the association so as to improve the lives of rustic populaces and to at last increment 
yield among ladies ranchers in this manner making a stride towards achieving worldwide 
nourishment security. 

 
6. Discussion of the Topic 
 
Women's equality rights have become an important part of the United Nations. Issues 
related to women's empowerment have started to be discussed regularly throughout the 
United Nations.  The empowerment of women becomes an important issue. Because an 
empowered woman becomes a self-confident person who analyzes her environment 
critically and controls decisions that affect her life. The idea of empowerment manifests 
itself in interaction at all levels. It requires access to the tools and materials necessary for 
the expansion of capacities. UN Women Support Rural Women's policy orientation and 
participation, encourage laws, and support strategies that affect their lives, including 
nutrition protection, increased food, and better rural livelihoods. It gives them a variety of 
educational opportunities for a more productive life. Education gives them the ability to 
pursue new sources of livelihood and adapt technology to their needs. 
 
Women farmers often have less access to irrigation technology. UN Women helped women 
farmers learn about advanced irrigation systems and can also protect them. Many men left 
their villages for work in the cities, and women remained behind for farming. The UN has 
started some efforts to raise awareness and educate women on the situation of women. 
 
In Africa, UN Women has provided equipment and training for women in ethnic groups. 
With this support, women started to work in the business sectors where more men involved. 
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With these developments, contracts are growing and the business sector is expanding to 
larger towns and urban communities. And the role of women in this development is very 
high. 
 
7. Possible Solutions should consider and include; 
 

• Ensuring that all women in rural regions have access to a basic education. 
 

• Improving access to health care service. 
 

• Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 
 

• Making women equal in decision making processes. 
 

• Ensure environmental sustainability. 
 

• Promotion of Gender Equality in anyways. 
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