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1.Letter From the Committee Director 
 
Esteemed participants of NATO, 
 
As your president chair, it is my utmost pleasure to welcome you all to this session of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Model United Nations is a life-changing activity for me 
because since the very beginning of my MUN carrier it has been affecting my ideas, feelings 
and perspectives and it still continues to do so. 
 
You will be the ones who will carry our future to the highest borders of democracy and I 
hope that MUN will lead you to walk on this way. You are expected to be optimistic 
politicians who always seek for the benefit of common good. 
 
Upon our agenda item, there is something I would like to mention before the conference is 
held. Our agenda is actually a topic with lots of controversies since it has been debated for 
lots of times in the past. With the help of the new technologies that were developed in order 
to accomplish our goal, I believe it will one day be solved. All the main information that you 
need is aforementioned in the study guide but I will advise you to further look at the 
investments and your countries position in this area.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank our dearest Conference Manager of MUNIAC  for her countless 
efforts and also the Secetary General and Director-General which I am sure that we will 
have a conference without a catch. 
 
You can always contact me via 
atahanakcali@outlook.com 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Atahan AKÇALI 
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1.1 Letter From Deputy-Committee Director  
 

Distinguished Delegates,  
 
I am honored to be your deputy under-secretary general and deputy committee director for 
this NATO committee. I am thrilled to work with our team to give you the best NATO 
experience possible. In this committee we will try our best to simulate North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization’s proceedings in regards to the important topic of exploration for new energy 
sources. I advise you to study this guide carefully and do further research on the agenda 
item and the policy of your country, as this is the first and perhaps the most important step 
in devising a solution for the conflict presented in this committee. 
 
Before concluding my words, I would like to thank our honorable Secretary-General İpek 
Yavuz, our distinguished Deputy Secretary General Esma Şeker for their dedication and 
understanding. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me before or during the 
conference via e-mail; 
 
ecenuriri@hotmail.com 
 
I am looking forward to meeting you all in person. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Ecenur CAN 
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A: INTRODUCTION TO THE COMMITTEE 

In order to fully comprehend our objectives and mission in this committee, we must first get 
introduced to background and history of North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Below you will 
find   different aspects and characteristics of NATO explained. 
  
1.  What is NATO? 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, known by everyone with its abbreviation as NATO, 
is a kind of military organization which is gathered together to make an association 
between numerous North American and European countries. The emergence of this 
international and intergovernmental organization, also named the North Atlantic Alliance, 
coincides with the North Atlantic Treaty on 4 April 1949. The purpose of this establishment 
or foundation was to support a kind of strategic defense in Europe against the Soviet Union 
during the cold war. However, even if the cold war had already ended up many years ago, 
the strategic alliance has continued in the aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet Union and 
has been still going on at the present time. NATO has been as a strong defensive alliance of 
European and North American nations. 
 
 
1.1. The History of NATO: Its Creation and Intended Purposes 

The official document of NATO was The Treaty of Brussels. It was signed on 17 March 1948 
by United Kingdom, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and Belgium. As has already 
been mentioned, this mutual defense treaty against the Soviet Union was founded when 
the Cold War began. After the Treaty of Brussel was signed on March 1948, approximately 6 
months later The Western European Union’s Defense Organization was founded in the 
same year. It was also the time namely, September 1948, when the threat of the Soviet 
Union became immediate with the Berlin Blockade.  
 
When compared their military power, it was apparent that Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
was more powerful than the rest of the partner states such as Europe and North America. In 
order to give an example, the case of Czechoslovakia can be suggested. In 1948, a 
democratic government was overthrown by Czechoslovakia with the interference of a coup 
d'état carried out by the Communists. In Europe, such interventions were not welcomed. 
Thus, British Foreign Minister Ernest Bevin wanted to make a joint strategic plan in the 
military in order to prevent the coup or rebellion of the other countries of the West. His 
opinions were very valuable and were appreciated by the United States as America also 
considered the cases in Italy and the Italian Communist Party as potential threats. The 
driving forces of this idea stemmed from the political developments, Soviet expansionism 
and anti-communist fervor in Europe. In the year 1948, the leaders of the European states 
were united and held a meeting on diplomacy, military and defense. 
  
With the officials of the United States at the Pentagon under the guidance of George C. 
Marshall who was a well-respected official in the United States and worked as a Secretary of 
the State. In this meeting, the framework for NATO was constructed by the committee 
members from a wide variety of nations.  
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On 4 April 1949, in Washington, D.C., Harry S. Truman, who was the president of the United 
States at the time, signed the North Atlantic Treaty. According to this treaty, the 
consequence of negotiations for a new and unprecedented military alliance would be 
established. Accordingly, the original five states which had signed the Treaty of Brussels; 
France, Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg and United Kingdom, along with the United 
States, Canada, Italy, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, and Iceland, were part of this new 
transatlantic alliance. 
 
 
1.2. The Mission and Purpose of NATO 

NATO reveals its purpose as “to guarantee the freedom and security of its members 
through political and military means”. In terms of political purpose, the members of NATO 
“promote democratic values and enables members to consult and cooperate on defense 
and security-related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long run, prevent 
conflict”. And, in terms of military purpose, the members of NATO exert military power to 
manage crises when it is not possible to resolve a conflict through peaceful, diplomatic 
means. Furthermore, it is one of the other primary purposes was to prevent the Soviet 
Union from expansion and thus, to spread Communism in the West until the collapse of 
USSR in 1991.  
 
Since 1991, NATO alliance has tried to maintain the strategic cooperation between its 
member states in order to preserve peace and security across Europe, and to some extent 
Middle-East and North Africa. Nowadays, NATO has assumed a more proactive role in the 
world stage. NATO not only intervenes in many varying capacities across different parts of 
the world but also leads a coalition against the Libyan government in 2011. 
 
 
1.3. Members of North Atlantic Treaty Organization  

Presently, the alliance has 29-member states. In alphabetical order, these can be listed as: 
Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States.  As the newest member, Montenegro joined the 
alliance in 2017. The 22 percentage of NATO expenditures were provided by the United 
States, particularly for the expenditures on infrastructure and equipment. The contribution 
to the military budget is higher than the rest of the contributions made by all other 
members of NATO. It means that the U.S. is the most influential member of NATO. Yet 
again, there has always been some criticisms that the alliance is too dependent on the 
military power of the United States rather the other 28 members. 
 
 
1.4.  How Does NATO Work? 

The North Atlantic Council is the primary military and political establishment in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. This council is competent in constructing a platform where 
consensus decision making, policy creation and operational coordination can take place. 
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This council also focus on security issues that involve all member states. The Military 
Committee (MC) represents the military authority within NATO. It not only provides military 
and strategic advice to the North Atlantic Council but also gives direction to Strategic 
Commanders. In a broader sense, it should be noted that strategic commanders are the 
highest authorities in military matters, particularly in executing actions. NATO works with 
all these different organizations in order to uphold the security of Europe and prevent 
conflict effectively.  
 
Both military and civilian experts and officials meet national delegations of member 
countries and NATO staff at NATO Headquarters every day in order to “exchange 
information, share ideas and help prepare decisions when needed”. In other words, they 
deal with different kinds of security issues from an alarming one to a minor level. 
 All high-level NATO decisions are taken by consensus in the North Atlantic Council, with 
the representation of all member states. In order to reach a consensus, all member states 
vote unanimously and accept a decision.  
 
B: AGENDA ITEM: Exploration For New Energy Sources 

 
1. Alternative Energy Sources 

Alternative energy sources are forms of energy that use natural resources to produce 
energy. There are three main alternative energy sources that can be used in the place of 
fossil fuels, which are Nuclear, Solar, Wind, and Hydroelectric. Fossil fuels such as coal, oil, 
and gas are decreasing and eventually will run out. Usage of fossil fuels causes harm to the 
environment by producing greenhouse gasses. Alternative energy sources are not harmful 
to the environment. Some countries are trying out alternative energy sources to reduce the 
dependence of fossil fuels, but it’s still not enough. If more alternative sources are used we 
could turn this planet into a much safer place. It’s important that we make use of alternative 
sources everywhere before it’s too late.  

Different Sources of Alternative Energy Sources: 

A. Tidal Energy  
B. Biomass Energy  
C. Wind Energy  
D. Geothermal Power  
E. Natural Gas 
F. Biofuels 
G. Wave Energy  
H. Hydroelectric Energy  
İ. Nuclear Power 
J. Solar Power  
K. Hydrogen Gas 
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A. Solar Power 

When we state alternative and eco-friendly production of energy, the usage of the sun is the 
first thing that comes to people’s mind. The reason for this is solar energy is utterly 
renewable and in the long term, it makes you save lots of money because of the decreasing 
energy bills. The problem with solar panels is it is not as effective as other energy sources in 
some weather conditions. The governments also do not really use solar panels because it is 
very pricy for them to meet their need for energy and it also uses lots of lands. 
 
B. Hydroelectric Energy 

Hydroelectric energy production is another eco-friendly and clean method for alternative 
energy. 
Although it is one of the earliest alternative energy sources that has been used by countries, 
its usage began to decline with the popularity of fossil fuels. It is utterly renewable and clean 
since it does not make pollution and harm the environment.   
 
C. Tidal Energy 

The tidal energy has lots of similarities with hydroelectric energy production since they both 
use the power of water. However, its implementation is more similar to wind turbines. The 
tidal energy is a new method and it has big potentials. Tidal steam generators use the 
kinetic energy of the ocean to produce energy and this makes it an eco-friendly method.  
 
D. Wind Energy 

For several years, producing energy from wind is a popular idea amongst the governments. 
Lots of countries place wind turbines to ideal lands with a big potential for ideal wind and 
they even use the sea. It is a great eco-friendly method but it also has some downsides. 
Unfortunately, the wind turbines restrict views and may be dangerous for wildlife.  
 
E. Wave Energy 

This eco-friendly method also uses water for wave energy converters. This energy method 
has some benefits since it can be placed in the ocean. Wave energy converters again use 
water so like tidal energy, this method is not harmful to the environment and it has very big 
potentials if it is used by proper technology. 
 
F. Geothermal Energy 

Geothermal energy is basically extracting energy from the ground. This method can supply 
a great amount of energy without hurting the environment. The World Bank currently 
estimates that around forty countries could meet most of their need for energy using 
geothermal energy. The downside of this method is extravagant costs for building power 
plants and this makes its popularity lower.  
 
G. Biomass Energy 
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Biomass energy has some varieties like burning wood. Burning wood is an old method used 
by many in the past. Waste and alcohol products can also be used for these purposes. The 
heat generated from burning wood can be equal to a central heating system but the costs 
are much lower and the carbon release made by burning wood is way lower from fossil fuels. 
This method also has a downside such as hard maintenance. 
 
H. Biofuels 

Biofuels are fuels that can be obtained 
from an organic substance like animal 
and plants. It can be count as a 
renewable energy source since the 
plants usually can be regrown on a 
yearly basis. The controversy about this 
is using machines that make emissions 
in order to extract it even the biofuels 
do not. Biofuels are being produced by 
lots of countries but the United States 
is the biggest producer of it. 
 
l. Natural Gas 

Usage of natural gasses is actually more unfriendly to the environment than other 
alternative energy sources since it creates greenhouse gasses. Its popularly used in cars in 
order to reduce carbon emissions. Even natural gas produces a little number of greenhouse 
gasses than fossil fuels, the potential of contamination is still large. It is one of the most 
commonly used alternative energy sources since it has lower costs. 
 
J. Nuclear Power 

Nuclear power is a huge energy source amongst other alternative energy methods. It 
creates a vast amount of energy and it has lots of direct benefits about emissions and 
efficiency. It also boosts the economy by creating job opportunities in the sector of plant 
creation and operation. Around 11 per cent of the world’s electricity is generated by about 
450 nuclear power reactors. About 60 more reactors are under construction, equivalent to 
about 15 per cent of existing capacity. The biggest drawback is that when a nuclear leak or a 
bigger problem occurs in the plant, there is a huge possibility of a catastrophe happening. 
The situations in Chernobyl and Fukushima are examples of it. 
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K. Hydrogen Gas 

Unlike other forms of natural gas, hydrogen is an utterly clean eco-friendly burning fuel 
since hydrogen gas only releases water vapour after use. The major issue is it is mostly 
extracted from the use of natural gas and fossil fuels. The many think that the way it is 
extracted counter the benefits of it. The usage of electrolysis, which is used for splitting the 
water to oxygen and hydrogen, makes the use of hydrogen gas more eco-friendly. 
However, it is not as good as fossil fuels and natural gas for obtaining hydrogen. The 
research for making it more efficient is still going on. 
 
CONCLUSION 

For many years, the world used fossil fuels to gain all kinds of power like; electricity and 
heat since it has the lowest cost and the technology was not as developed as today. The 
idea and usage of alternative energy sources got popularity amongst the governments and 
actually, some of them are using them for quite some time. The world is realizing the harm 
of greenhouse gasses and waste that spilt to the natural sources so again eco-friendly 
energy is a question that waits for an answer. The main obstacle is the high costs of the 
investments of alternative energy and due to that, some investments of technologies are 
slowing down. The implementation of these energies to daily life can save our future and 
will have a positive effect on global warming. In this session of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, you should focus on the effectivity of the current alternative energy sources 
and their investment and possible new energy sources that can be implemented by 
governments. 
 
Points to be Addressed in the Committee 

 
• How can we improve the current energy sources? 
• The usage of current energy sources 
• What are the pros and cons of alternative energy sources? 
• Development of possible new energy sources 
• The usage of alternative energy sources 
• How can we encourage the lower usage of fossil fuels? 
• What are the possible negative effects of nuclear power? 
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